Sinergia Staff Spotlight

Cristian Morales, who is coordinator for Sinergia's Tier II program and
Respite Program, is also an actor in his free time and will be starring in
"The Revolving Door"
an upcoming play about the interpersonal relationships between the staff and
residents in an institution for mental retardation.
March 23-28 at the
Grand Theatre at The Producers Club
358 W 44th Street
New York, NY 10036
Cost:$20 online www.smarttix.com tel: 212- 868 4444, or at door $25

Buy Tickets Online ' or Call: SmartTix at 212-868-4444

Meet Our Network Collaborators

Our work with and on behalf of adults, youth and children with disabilities and their families, is never done in
isolation. We collaborate with many agencies, organizations and groups to provide the best service possible.

This month we'd like to feature the Region II Equity Assistance Center (EAC), housed at Touro College's Lan-
der Center for Educational Research in New York City. The EAC is one of ten regional centers funded by the
U.S. Department of Education under Title IV of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. It provides technical assistance to
school districts and state education departments to effectively address issues of race, gender and national ori-
gin that affect student achievement and opportunity. The Center's primary goal is to promote equal access to,
and opportunity for, high quality education for all students. The EAC also addresses the following priorities:
(1) over-representation of minorities in Special Education; (2) access to quality education for ELL/LEP stu-
dents; (3) highly qualified teachers for disadvantaged students; and (4) school dropout prevention.

VELMA L. COBB, ED.D. is the Director of Touro College's Equity Assistance Center.
(212) 463-0400 ext. 5386. velma.cobb@touro.edu

The EAC provides technical assistance to state departments of education and school
districts in New York, New Jersey, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico.

Region II Equity Assistance Center

Lander Center for Educational Research, Touro College
43 West 23rd Street, 8th Floor

New York, NY 10010

(212) 463-0400 ext. 5386

eac.gse(@touro.edu

ABOUT US

Sinergia , Spanish for
synergy, is a 501(c )(3)
community based, multi-
service organization.
Since 1977 we have
been linking families of
children with disabilities
to services that matched
their needs. Our mission
is to enhance the well
being of individuals and
families through the hu-
man services delivery
system(s), with particular
concentration on those

"special populations" that

have traditionally experi-
enced difficulty in ac-
cessing human services.
Those "special popula-
tions" include, without
limitation, persons with
disabilities, disadvan-
taged, Latino, African
American, Native Ameri-
can and or migrant.
Sinergia has a reputation
for decades of working
with "underserved fami-
lies, many with limited
English proficiency, Afri-
can American, homeless
and families
experiencing poverty.

You can find more
information at
Www.sinergiany.org.
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2082 Lexington Avenue, 4th Floor
New York, NY 10035
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Greetings from our new "home" in El Barrio! It's been an overwhelming couple of
months for us at Sinergia as we have taken on the monumental task of moving three
offices from three different locations to consolidate all of them under one roof. The
paint is barely dry on the walls and there's still lots of unpacking to be done but if

you'd like to see the "before and after" take a look at the photo album we've created

on our Facebook page
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School Closings

Learning English is not a disability

Early Childhood Resources

Autism Workshops

Our reception areas on the third and fourth Housing Workshops

floors are now graced with the works of
noted Puerto Rican artist Samuel Lind, who
= has generously lent us 28 pieces from his

| collection. The exhibit, entitled: Aires de
Loiza: Culture & Nature: A Retrospec-
tive of the Work of Samuel Lind, will be
on view until the end of April, along with 14
original paintings of the Lighthouses of
Puerto Rico by the artist Nelson N. Rosado.
We hope you will stop by and take advantage of this rare opportunity to enjoy these
wonderful works of art and soak up the love and caring that has gone into creating
our new home.

Trip to Costa Rica

Meet our Network Collaborators

We Need You!

Please help Sinergia extend its mis-
sion to serve persons with disabilities
and their families. We need your con-
tributions more than ever! Join us in
our efforts by sending a tax deducti-

ble donation. Call 212-643-2840 or

visit our website at
www.sinergiany.org.

Sinergia, 2082 Lexington Avenue, between 125th & 126th Sts., 4th Floor, NY, NY
10035. Weekdays 10am to Spm.

School Closings

The New York State Department of Education (SED) has singled out
34 New York City public schoolsthat it believes should be replaced.

Many of the Title 1 schools (those that receive extra funds due to the high rate of

students who are living in poverty attending the school) which have historically l:[nsm|; PllBlll:
received low grades on the city's annual report cards are on this list. cfﬁ'gm ans

Before the list came out, state officials said they planned to replace many of the ; /m' SING PIIB[II:
schools with charter schools, a problematic proposal because they are less inclusive 10SING |N|l$
of special education students. Chancellor of the Board of Regents Merryl Tisch had
said the state's choices would not be controversial, yet parents, students, and teachers

have been turning out in the hundreds all winter for large-scale protests of the Department of Education's plans to close schools.

School districts can choose from a variety of models to deal with the SED plan. They can choose to turnaround, restart, trans-
form, or close their schools. The turnaroundmodel has two versions in New York: in one a school is closed and replaced by a
new school, and in another the school's structure is completely redesigned. The restartmodel involves turning a public school
into a charter school that serves a whole new batch of kids, or one that serves the exact same student body. New York City does
the former with some frequency, but the latter is unprecedented. There promises to be more to report on this issue of school
closings as districts are required to comply with mandates from the New York State Department of Education. We will be fol-
lowing this issue closely and will keep you informed of developments.

(Photo: NYDailyNews)
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EDUCATION CORNER

English Language Learners (ELLs) are students who because of foreign birth or ancestry,
speak a language other than English, and either understand little or no English, or score below
a designated level of proficiency on the Language Battery Assessment. They are the fastest
growing segment of the student population making up about 11% of public school students in
the U.S. (a 6% rise since 1990).
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FAST Workshops

Sinergia is participating in
piloting the curriculum of the
Family Advocacy and Sup-
port Training  (FAST), a Pro-

. . . . ject of National Significance
New York City has the second largest population of ELLs in the country, behind Los Angeles. ity funding from the Admini-

Students of Hispanic ethnicity comprise 39% of the student population in NYC public schools stration on Developmental
and ELL pupils represent 14% of the student population (to view the full ELL Fact Sheet Disabilities (ADD). It focuses
click here). on the development of train-
ing modules to teach families
and their children to become
self-advocates.

Recently Schools Chancellor Joel I. Klein announcedthe appointment of Ms. Laura
Rodriguez as Chief Achievement Officer for Special Education and ELLs. Ms. Rodriguez will
manage the Office of Special Education Initiatives, The Department of Education District 75
(Special Education District), and the Office of English Language Learners. According to
Chancellor Klein, Ms. Rodriguez will be charged with improving outcomes for New York
City's highest needs children - those with special needs and those who are still learning Eng-
lish. This change is effective July 5, 2010.

We are actively looking for
parents to attend one or more
of the following pilot work-
shops. Your feedback will
help to ensure that training
materials are appropriate and
effective.

Getting & Keeping
the First Job
Monday, February 22, 2010
10:00am to 12:00pm

Skills for Effective

Parent Advocacy
Wednesday, February 24,
2010 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Working for Change:
Using the Power of
a Personal Story
Thursday, February 25, 2010
10:00am to 12:00 pm

The issue with this is that ELL's are now part of an office that mainly will deal with students
with special needs. We need to make sure that ELL's are not considered as having special
needs. In order for this to happen, parents, advocates and elected officials need to monitor the
development of this office and the initiatives that are given to the local educational agencies.
Agencies should start implementing workshops to empower parents to ask the right questions
when the educational plans for their children are being drafted. Parents of ELLs and Special
Education children need to understand the difference between these two populations so there is
no confusion when the educational plans are being developed. As we empower parents the
education of their children will be enhanced and enriched.

The Journey to Adulthood:
What Parents
Need to Know
(Sexuality)
Friday, February 26, 2010

. . e 11:00am to 1:00 pm
Learning a second language is not a disability - it is an enhancement to our students to be able .

to function in a global society. Having mastery of two languages is a benefit! Location:

Sinergia, Inc.

- fli .
(Photo: flickr connectedclass ) 2082 Lexington Ave., 4th FI
Dr. Nivia Zavala

Conference News Conference Center

SR s, New York, NY 10035
& The New York State Association for Bilingual Education (SABE) will Tel: (212) 643-2840
host its 33rd Annual Conference:

"Bilingual Education: Pathway to Multicultural and
Multilingual Learning Communities" on March 11-14

at the Huntington Hilton, Melville, NY. For further information visit their website

Sinergia, Inc. Newsletter
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Early Childhood Resources

Autism Workshops

The following two exercises are activities parents or caregivers can do with children
from six months to age one, from www.paltoys.com.

P
Bgr%hf Baby
on

B d 6-12 months

ube Pull: Thread a scarf through a
toilet paper tube so that only the tip

is sticking out of one end. While you hold
onto the tube, encourage your baby to grab
the tip and pull the scarf out.

issue Box Pull: Stuff several scarves,
tied end to end, into an empty facial
tissue box, leaving the tip of one scarf
sticking out. While you steady the
box, encourage your child to pull the
scarves out.

yMnmrm your child closely during these
activities,

The Car Ramp develops observation and discovery, imagination

Car Ramp

Observation and Discovery,
Imaginaticn

TRriok# |Age 1
Begond

on an angle from a low table
to the floor. Gather your child's
toy cars and trucks and encourage
him to roll them down the

ramp. Talk about how far

they roll and which
one was fastest. Try
placing the ramp
at different angles
to see what
happens!

Place a large piece of cardboard

© Fal Toys, LLC = www.paltoys

ies Film Festival

\ REAL ABILITIES

%z

N Y

DISABILITIES

Sinergia was a proud sponsor of the 2nd annual

The Scarf Pull develops large and small motor skills, observation and discovery. '€am. and share experiences and ideas in

March 5th

Breakfast

10am - 1pm

To provide parents a way to come together,

an informal setting.

March 16th

Workshop

10am-12pm

To help mothers understand their child's
speech delays and/or

risk for developing autism. An early inter-
vention study.

For details contact Program Coordinator
Gina Pefia-Campodonico at (212) 643-
2840 ext. 305

Housing Workshops

March 22nd
Rental Assistance Programs Hosted by
Tenants and Neighbors

April 14h
Affordable Housing and how to obtain it
Hosted by HPD

May 5th

If | loose my apartment what are my op-
tions?

Hosted by DHS

May 28th

Yes, you can own your own home in New
York State

speaker TBD

June 23rd

Navigating Housing Court

Hosted by City-Wide Task Force on Hous-
ing Court

For details contact Michael Cortes at (212)
678-4700 ext. 349.

Trip to Costa Rica

Mobility International USA is offering a 16
-day exchange program to Costa Rica
with a focus on youth leadership and
cultural perspectives on disability rights.

On the trip you'll be able to live with a
host family and learn Spanish while
learning about disability rights.

%

ReelAbilities: NY Disabilities Film Festival

lrism]resavaivas IAppIication deadline: March 21

dedicated to promoting awareness and appreciation of the lives, stories and artistic ex-
pressions of people living with disabilities. We gave away 10 tickets to the screening of
"Henry O", a heartwarming documentary about a blind Hispanic baseball commentator

in Tampa which was screened on January 3 1st. Congrats to all the winners!

Generous scholarships are available!

Young adults ages 18 to 24 with disabili-
ties of diverse backgrounds from New
York City, especially those from cultural
minorities and low income backgrounds,
are encouraged to apply. For more info

visit www.miusa.org .
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